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Congratulation ! Though this is 22 hours too early.

It took 14 years since the project approval in 1994. Actually it took a quarter of century
since early 1980's when physicists noticed that the TeV energy scale hold the
fundamental mysteries. LHC is built for finding these mysteries of nature. Tomorrow is
not the final goal but it is a start, an epoch making start of exploration journey to the
unknown but fundamentals part of the nature.

Now, | like to mention that the tight collaboration with CERN started by Professor
Koshiba and his group at Univ. of Tokyo and Kobe Univ. on the OPAL experiment of
LEP.

The LHC construction was a tremendous challenge with highly advanced technologies.
But we did it successfully. It was a great pleasure to collaborate with so many people
from so many countries for many days and nights toward the completion of LHC. | am
confident that such a good and fruitful collaboration between CERN and Japan
continues long in coming future.

Taking tomorrow’s opportunity and representing Japanese collaborators on ATLAS and
also ALICE, | hereby express our sincere gratitude to three of you here, CERN the host
laboratory, KEK the funding laboratory, Japanese HE societies and universities and
Japanese industries.

I must mention that the brave announcement of LHC participation by the Government
of Japan as early as in 1995 was the extremely important step for tomorrow’s success of

the LHC project.

Thank you.
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